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Welcome to San Leon
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*Why would I want to live anywhere elac?”
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Mot only is SBan Leon our favorite unincorporated muanicipality in Texss, it is now aleo the home of the FiV

Discovery!

Lang before we started this project, Sam Leon was our respite from Howston and a point of aceess to Galvesion Bay.
We came Lo ent shrimp and oysters ot Gilkooley’s and the Topwater Grill, enjoy a cold beer et the Sunsst Lounge
and relax alomg the shores of the bay in & ploce that traly has an ofthe map quality, an end-of-the rond
sensibiliiy and a disdein for most of things that make iypical small towns "ivpical™. The choracier of the place may
b doreved ad miack from e uniges gedgraphy as il unueanl kietory, AL an event lasl saprang e Calvesten, Uatop
Miller, the local publisher of the Sea Bresse News, axplained thet Sar Leon, as we currently know i, was
pstually doveleped through a real satalo prosnotion conedstod by (Falvoaten Dasly News, in which subscribara to the
newspaper were given lois on the peninsuln. When subscriptions were cancelled, so were the lois. The net resclt is
i fown thol appareoily has no clear title to any of its lois, and conssequentily no chain sftores or franchised
patablishments, Whils the strip =mall may be pralific 1n the lirger Housten segion, e in San Leos, It's absenco
peems appropriate. The town s, aflterall, on a peninsuls, framed by the bkay on thres sides, and with just a couple
ronds leadiag i and eul, This Ls 2ot & place whers you might end ap by =mbstake. Yoo must ll“fu]l.:. chooso Lo viskE
San Leon, and when vou do, vou will be rewarded.

Ard sol, deapile all of the remantic reasond lof speading more (ke 1 San Laos, it waie for purely practical
reasone that led us to dock our boat here ot April Foal Meint. Becauses the town is surrounded by tho bay, we now
bove immedinte access to the Nshing grounds of the bay. And this geography also insures that we're sitaated in a
place that is strongly (destified with what's left of the sheimping and oyetesteg industeles o the bay, Ous
immediate neighbars include longlime bay shrimpers Dub and Jehnony, s pepalar local seafood joint called the
Topwater Grill, and Misho's Oyvater Company, perkaps the largest processor of lecal oveters on the bay. And our
new [andlord, Capt. Wally, the individual perhaps most identilied with April Fesl Peind, harbors a lifelong
pitschmoent 1o the seam, and a wirtual library of sea-faring stories from Galvesion Bay, o his pative Poland and
pvervwhere in betwoen. And he's the owner of the Point’s snmsske sheimp boat the April Fool

We're not saro how long the FI'V |]|:-||.'|:|1'\-|.'r:r will b I San Leon, a lof of that depends on us actually catehing
l.".I:'II|||.| But we're pPEOLilY BUFE this town ism't REInE anywhere. Like most EUHIJ plll.'ul o the Texns coa WL, BLE &
resilient place Ehat has picked ieelf up alter esch hurricane. Many of the places we freguent Look a bBallerning in
Hurricans The, but thoy're still here. So do yoursell o favor, tuen off the main road and come visit San Leos
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