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a Making a Splash All ir Revealed: Shrimp Boat Anatomy, Part 1

Mixed Blessinga

i | ma i i bath widh Soais and pleaians brals &l

“Thie Blasacng ol 1ha Flaat i an gnousl svanl that i practiced in ighing commandies world-wide, AS & gant, ki
biassings shane savanal common iraits: ono or mone priegsis perlorm the actual hllnnlr'.-g. fish@rman gll‘:"ln rin Ehilr mmwely
pultfitied boats to roceive the blessing; and famély mombars unile in making whatever proparalions are dictated by local
tradidign.”

- Batgy Gordon Mram har assay "Decoddling lar the Shrimp Flasl Blessing: Chauvvin, Louisiana”™ in the 1891 isdue of
Lowisiana Folkife Miscellany

Dwar a year age, as we planned Shrimp Boat Projests, wo apticipated the lnusch of our Baat i3 coinside with the
stori of the Texns bay shrimping season and the annual Blessing of the Fleet on Clear Lake channel, a traditional
peremony marking the bepinning of the sssson on the sast side of Galveston Bay. Well, the bay shrimping season s
pow aboul & manth anderway ia Texas aad gafortepately we are atill gettaag our Boal roady foF primecLime,
Fortunately, our disappointment has been tempered by & growing sagerness to siart shrimping as soon as possible
The baat t delinitely lvoking bedter apd betler exch day, so we should be sBilling goars sssn,

The Hlpassag of the Fleet happened cn May lat and althoagh we coulde’l participiie bR this cenaummite pablic
speciecle, we could weteh it among the many folks leaning on the rallings at the Kemak Boardwalk. Oddly enough,
and wa cif oaly admit this (6 Birdaight, our inability 16 parlscipdte may Bave actiaally béen a bleidigg 48 diapuisd
As casanl bystanders 8o the event, we gained the critioal distance to copgider how dramaiically this event has
changed in iis history nnd wheiher its cultwrnl value is even still relovant to the bay shrimping profession.

W csndidosed the avelation aof the §venl &8 I8 foleted (o the the towns &f Kemah and Seabirook whick Nank Lka
chanmel where the bleseing happens. In many ways, the evalutisn of this event mirrers the evolution «f this plice,
from working waterfront to leisure waterfront, and from & varied assemblage of waterfront businesses owned by
multiple individuals, to a singular destinntion owned by o single corporation. The event is akill crganized by the
City of Kemah, but the event is staged on the privately owned Kemah Boordwalk, o mammoth-sized ithome park
ownod asd managed by Lapdrys Bestaurants, [ee, o Houstos hased COMpaRY. Although this pablic-privals
partnership hae 188 benalits (the Boardwalk makes for sasy and accesaible viewing of the evert), it aleo ineares
that the Blessing of Fleet is compeling with seweral other évents happening in close proximisy. This vear, the
actual Blessing was drowned oul by the sounds of & parsy band playing Tep 40 tunes for anclhér audisnce nearhy
Deher signs of the event's evolution are o dramnatic shifk in the participation of the shrimp boats, the Meet around
whieh the event was ieltially eencelved. Today, the Fleer that gots blessed bs o varled group of work Boats and

&

plessure Bopts, implying 1kat the Blesstng iteell has leis to de with riske apd perile of cammercinl Nahing and

more 40 do with the evervday hnzards of Boating in general

-

From aur perapéctive, it's imposgible 8o not see the evolution of the event as alss a rellsctian of the bay shrimping
profession itsell. The samall number of bay shrimp bosts pariicipaiing in the event are now not only geiting paid to
partbelpate (suthenticity ks apparently sot cheap) but also representing & professlon on Galvestor Bay that bas
dimimighed is sive dramatically over the history of the event. For betier or worse, the purade of boats that
algelfied ikis :.:ir'i- DBlessing of ike Fleot was setaally one of the moat gra |.|E|:|:" wbpms of the demise of an isndustry,
the shifting of cultures and gconomies in this regior, and a reminder of the reciprocal relationskip belween place

and cultare

In the end, we foal ok to have not participated in this yess's Blessing of the Flesr. While we eould certainly uso il
af the blesding we cap got, we' ]l hald aut for & Bleasing of the Fleed that renewe the ofigeeal daignificancd of the
pvent as a response £6 the Nest of working shrimp boats on Galvesion Bay, What would this event lock Like? IL's
gimple: culture and conseguance, This Natare event would restore the Blessings original cellursl value by giving
form to n fleet of working shrimpers on Gulvestion Bay that are diverse and not a monolithic commumity. It would
also reaflirm ihe consequence of the event by beiier ackmowledging ibhe real risks and sacrifices made by working
shrimpora nnd ather Rakerman alike. Cowld this type of event be fo-pealized? We think it could, but to de so, 5t will
probvably need to forsake the Kemah Boardwalk and embrace one of the lew remaining places on Galveston Bay
that still maintain & conneciion to ithe bay shrimping prefession
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